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New form of auditor’s reports — lllustration
The following illustrates the new form of the auditor’s report.

Independent Auditor’s Report
[Appropriate Addressee]
Scope and Nature of the ERISA Section 103(a)(3)(C) Audit

We have performed audits of the financial statements of ABC 401(k) Plan (the “Plan”), an
employee benefit plan subject to the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA),
as permitted by ERISA Section 103(a)(3)(C) (ERISA Section 103(a)(3)(C) audit). The financial
statements comprise the statements of net assets available for benefits as of December 31,
20X2 and 20X1, and the related statement of changes in net assets available for

benefits for the years then ended, and the related notes to the financial statements.

Management, having determined it is permissible in the circumstances, has elected to have the
audits of the Plan’s financial statements performed in accordance with ERISA Section
103(a)(3)(C) pursuant to 29 CFR 2520.103-8 of the Department of Labor’s Rules and Regulations
for Reporting and Disclosure under ERISA. As permitted by ERISA Section 103(a)(3)(C), our
audits need not extend to any statements or information related to assets held for investment
of the plan (investment information) by a bank or similar institution or insurance carrier that is
regulated, supervised, and subject to periodic examination by a state or federal agency,
provided that the statements or information regarding assets so held are prepared and certified
to by the bank or similar institution or insurance carrier in accordance with 29 CFR 2520.103-5
of the Department of Labor’s Rules and Regulations for Reporting and Disclosure under ERISA
(qualified institution).

Management has obtained certifications from a qualified institution as of December 31, 20X2
and 20X1, and for the years then ended, stating that the certified investment information, as
described in Note X to the financial statements, is complete and accurate.!

L If the note to the financial statements does not identify the names of the qualified certifying
institutions and periods covered, then such information may be included in the auditor’s report.
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Opinion

In our opinion, based on our audits and on the procedures performed as described in the
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements section:

e the amounts and disclosures in the accompanying financial statements, other than those
agreed to or derived from the certified investment information, are presented fairly, in all
material respects, in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United
States of America.

e the information in the accompanying financial statements related to assets held by? and
certified to by a qualified institution agrees to, or is derived from, in all material respects,
the information prepared and certified by an institution that management determined
meets the requirements of ERISA Section 103(a)(3)(C).

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the
United States of America (GAAS). Our responsibilities under those standards are further
described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of
our report. We are required to be independent of the Plan and to meet our other ethical
responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audits. We
believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis
for our ERISA Section 103(a)(3)(C) audit opinion.

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial
statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of
America, and for the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal controls relevant to
the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. Management’s election of the ERISA Section
103(a)(3)(C) audit does not affect management’s responsibility for the financial statements.

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are
conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about ABC 401(k)
Plan’s ability to continue as a going concern for [insert the time period set by the applicable
financial reporting framework].

Management is also responsible for maintaining a current plan instrument, including all plan
amendments, administering the plan, and determining that the plan’s transactions that are
presented and disclosed in the financial statements are in conformity with the plan’s provisions,
including maintaining sufficient records with respect to each of the participants, to determine
the benefits due or which may become due to such participants.

2 This sentence may need to be modified when the certification is provided by an insurance
entity, which provides benefits under the plan or holds plan assets.

The two-part opinion.
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Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Except as described in the Scope and Nature of the ERISA Section 103(a)(3)(C) Audit section of
our report, our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and
to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of
assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit
conducted in accordance with GAAS will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.
The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one
resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Misstatements are considered material
if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic
decisions of users made on the basis of these financial statements.

In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS, we:

e Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.
Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether
due to fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks.

Such procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and

disclosures in the financial statements.

e Obtain an understanding of internal controls relevant to the audit in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing
an opinion on the effectiveness of the Plan’s internal controls. Accordingly, no such opinion
is expressed.

e Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall
presentation of the financial statements.

e Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the
aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Plan’s ability to continue as a going
concern for a reasonable period of time.

Our audits did not extend to the certified investment information, except for obtaining and
reading the certification, comparing the certified investment information with the related
information presented and disclosed in the financial statements, and reading the disclosures
relating to the certified investment information to assess whether they are in accordance with
the presentation and disclosure requirements of accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States of America.

Accordingly, the objective of an ERISA Section 103(a)(3)(C) audit is not to express an opinion
about whether the financial statements as a whole are presented fairly, in all material respects,
in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other
matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain
internal control-related matters that we identified during the audit.

This section describes
the auditor’s
responsibilities.



Other Matter — Supplemental Schedules Required by ERISA

The supplemental schedules of [identify the title of supplemental schedules and periods
covered] are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the
financial statements but are supplementary information required by the Department of Labor’s
Rules and Regulations for Reporting and Disclosure under ERISA. Such information is the
responsibility of management and was derived from and relates directly to the underlying
accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statements. The information
included in the supplemental schedules, other than that agreed to or derived from the certified
investment information, has been subjected to auditing procedures applied in the audits of the
financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling
such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the
financial statements or to the financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures
in accordance with GAAS. For information included in the supplemental schedules that agreed
to oris derived from the certified investment information, we compared such information to
the related certified investment information.

In forming our opinion on the supplemental schedules, we evaluated whether the supplemental
schedules, other than the information agreed to or derived from the certified investment
information, including their form and content, are presented in conformity with the
Department of Labor’s Rules and Regulations for Reporting and Disclosure under ERISA.

In our opinion:

e the form and content of the supplemental schedules, other than the information in the
supplemental schedules that agreed to or is derived from the certified investment
information, are presented, in all material respects, in conformity with the Department of
Labor's Rules and Regulations for Reporting and Disclosure under ERISA.

e the information in the supplemental schedules related to assets held by and certified to by?
a qualified institution agrees to, or is derived from, in all material respects, the information
prepared and certified by an institution that management determined meets the
requirements of ERISA Section 103(a)(3)(C).

[Signature of the auditor’s firm]
[City and state where the auditor’s report is issued]

[Date of the auditor’s report]

3 See footnote 2.

This is new content
required by AU-C
section 703 specific to
ERISA Section
103(a)(3)(C) audits
relating to the ERISA-
required supplemental
schedules.



